Seeking Deep-Tech Founders
Who Bridge Technology and the Market
[Call for UNIST Researchers: Researcher–Prospective Founder Team Building Program]

	1. Program Overview



◦ (Program Name) Researcher–Prospective Founder Team Building Program
◦ (Purpose)
- To connect the outstanding technologies of UNIST researchers with the business capabilities of prospective founders, support the formation of joint tech startup teams, and lay the groundwork for turning research outcomes into businesses

	2. Eligibility



◦ (Number of Participants) Approximately 20 UNIST researchers (faculty, students, etc.) with a strong interest in technology commercialization
◦ Detailed Eligibility
- UNIST researchers who wish to review the commercialization potential of their technology and pursue a technology-based startup through collaboration with prospective founders

	3. Program Details



	Stage
	Schedule
	Description

	① Researcher Recruitment & Selection
	Sep 21 (Mon) – Oct 12 (Mon), 2026, 17:00
	Application submission → Eligibility review → Selection of approx. 20 researchers

	② Researcher–Prospective Founder Meetup Day
	Nov 3 (Tue), 2026
	Review of collaboration potential between researchers and prospective founders, and identification of team member candidates

	③ Company Builder Mentoring
	3 sessions in November
	Dedicated mentor assigned to each matched team; 3 mentoring sessions over 3 weeks

	④ Intensive Hackathon
	2 days, 1 night in December
	Final refinement of business plan and pitch deck; MVP development

	⑤ Competition
	To be announced
	Final team pitches and MVP demonstrations; selection and awarding of top teams


※ All schedules are subject to change depending on program operations.
① Researcher Recruitment & Selection – Sep 21 (Mon) – Oct 12 (Mon), 2026, until 17:00
□ Selection Process
	Application & Submission
	Eligibility Review
	Final Selection

	Complete the application form and submit it by email
	Eligibility review based on the application form
※ No separate document or presentation evaluation
	Selection notice sent separately by email


※ After selection, teams will be matched at the Meetup Day on November 3 through researchers' technology pitches and prospective founders' capability pitches.
② Researcher–Prospective Founder Meetup Day – Nov 3 (Tue), 2026
◦ UNIST researchers and prospective founders share their technologies and technology needs, review mutual collaboration potential, and set the direction for team formation.
□ Key Activities
◦ Introduction of UNIST researchers' technologies, followed by Q&A
◦ Prospective founders share their startup ideas and technology needs
◦ Review of technology and commercialization collaboration potential between researchers and prospective founders, team formation, etc.
③ Company Builder Mentoring Program – 3 sessions planned in November 2026
◦ After the Meetup Day, a dedicated mentor will be assigned to each matched team, and a total of three online/offline mentoring sessions will be held over three weeks.
□ Key Activities
◦ Market and customer analysis; defining the commercialization direction and MVP
◦ Business plan refinement in preparation for the hackathon and competition
④ Intensive Hackathon – 2 days, 1 night, planned in December 2026
◦ Following the Company Builder Mentoring, a 2-day, 1-night program will be held for participating teams.
□ Key Activities
◦ Final refinement of the business plan and pitch deck, and progress toward MVP development goals
⑤ Competition   ※ Detailed schedule to be announced
◦ Beginning with team introductions by the Company Builder mentors, each team will deliver a final pitch and demonstrate the MVP developed during the hackathon.
◦ Top teams will be selected and awarded based on a comprehensive evaluation of presentations and MVP demonstrations.
□ Awards
	Rank
	Prize Money

	1st (Grand Prize)
	KRW 12,000,000

	2nd (Excellence Award)
	KRW 8,000,000

	3rd (Encouragement Award)
	KRW 5,000,000

	4th
	KRW 2,500,000

	5th
	KRW 2,000,000




	4. Application Process & Contact



□ Application Process
	Review the Announcement
	Submit Application
	Announcement of Final Selection

	UNIST website
	By Oct 12 (Mon), 17:00
	Oct 16 (Fri)


◦ Application Period: Sep 21 (Mon) – Oct 12 (Mon), 2026, until 17:00
◦ Final Selection Announcement: Oct 16 (Fri), 2026
◦ How to Apply: Complete the attached form and submit it by email (krh0508@unist.ac.kr)
※ Required document: Attachment 1. Participation Application Form
□ Contact
◦ Ryanghee Kim, Startup Culture Promotion Team (+82-52-213-1397, krh0508@unist.ac.kr)


	Attachment 1
	Participation Application Form



	This is a preliminary application form intended to identify the technologies held by UNIST researchers in advance and to review their potential for matching with prospective founders.


1. Applicant Information
	Name
	
	Affiliation & Position
	

	Phone
	
	Email
	

	Current Status
	

	Technology Name
	

	Technology Field
	

	Technology Overview
	※ Please describe the core content and key features of your technology.








	Images
	Insert reference photos (images), design drawings, etc. that illustrate the features of the item (if applicable).








2. Confirmation and Consent
	① Consent to Faithful Participation in the Entire Program
	Consent
	☐ Agree
☐ Disagree

	② Consent to Team Formation and Matching Method
I acknowledge and agree that, depending on how the program is operated, one team may consist of one researcher and one or two prospective founders.
	Consent
	☐ Agree
☐ Disagree

	③ Consent to the Collection and Use of Personal Information
- Items collected: All basic applicant information, including name, phone number, and email address, as well as the application form
- Purpose of collection and use: Notification of recruitment and results, program operation, and participant management
- Retention period: Until 24:00 on Monday, October 19, 2026
- If selected: Until one year after the program ends
- You may refuse to consent; however, you may not be able to participate in the program.
	Consent
	☐ Agree
☐ Disagree

	④ Consent to Photography/Filming and Use for Promotional Purposes
- Content: Photos and videos of participants
- Purpose: Recording program activities
- Scope of use: UNIST website, social media, etc.
- You may refuse to consent; however, you may not be able to participate in the program.
	Consent
	☐ Agree
☐ Disagree



